WHAT ARE THE JEWS

as strong. At one time, just before the advent of
Christianity, it showed itself in a way which Chris-
tianity later adopted. That was in the attempt to
win individual converts by missionary preaching
and teaching. The Gospels refer to the scribes
and Pharisees, who " compass sea and land to make
one proselyte" (Matt, xxiii, 15). The missionary
activity of the Jews in the first century B.a pre-
pared the ground, and the methods, for the mis-
sionary activities of Paul and the early Church.
Christian hostility to Judaism destroyed Jewish
missionary effort. Constantine made conversion to
Judaism a capital offence. The result has been a
strong disinclination in Traditional Judaism to make
proselytes. But that does not mean the absence of a
missionary motive in Judaism*

Two points have to be especially noted in the
Jewish conception of a mission, which differentiate
it from the Christian conception. One is that it is
collective mission, attaching to the Jewish people as
a whole. Individual Jews have a place, and an
important place, in it. They contribute by their
lives to the religious strength and influence of the
Jewish people. They show in their individual lives
the significance and power of the Jewish religion.
Individual Jews must be contributors to, and ex-